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In this part of the world, the month of March signifies a change from winter to 

spring.  If youôre like me, your thoughts drift toward boats and boating as the 

temperatures climb.  As I write this article, we are mere days away from the 2017 

National Meetings in Orlando.  Iôm eager to see what kind of recognition our 

squadron and individual members receive. 

In accordance with the ASPS bylaws, our March membership meeting is known as 

the Annual Meeting, in which we vote on the slate of nominees for the 2017-2018 

year.  This yearôs Annual Meeting will be held Thursday, 2 March.  I make a 

special plea for you to attend to make certain we have a quorum for this important meeting.  NEW:  Cheese 

and veggie appetizers will be available from 1800 to 1900.  See Page 4 for details. 

Later in the month is our 76th Change of Watch on Saturday, 11 March.  This is a special event that everyone 

enjoys as we pass the torch to the next bridge.  Please RSVP and send a check to Lacey Davidson, details on 

page 13.  The cutoff date is February 25 for reservations. 

This is my last article as commander of the Annapolis Sail and Power 

Squadron.  It has been an honor to spend a total of six years on the ASPS 

bridge, which includes the last three years and three years as treasurer 

which ended in 2007.  My 14 years in this squadron have been a time of 

great change for the United States Power Squadrons.  Iôm proud of the 

way ASPS has weathered these changes and adapted to better serve our 

members and the boating community.  When I first joined ASPS we did 

not even have a website.  Now weôre utilizing multiple forms of social 

media and electronic communications to reach a new generation of 

boaters and potential members.   

Many thanks to those who have helped me, especially my wife Sandrine 

who endured my countless hours spent on the computer or phone and 

accompanied me to so many events.  To the incoming bridge, I pledge to 

assist you however I can to enjoy the kind of success to which weôve 

become accustomed. 
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The United States Power Squadron held their annual meeting in Orlando last 

month. During the meeting, they introduced some exciting new initiatives that 

may be of interest to our ASPS members in the coming year.  

The first is NOAAôs Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador Initiative. The 

Weather-Ready Nation AmbassadorÊ initiative is the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administrationôs (NOAA) effort to formally recognize NOAA 

partners who are improving the nationôs readiness, responsiveness, and overall 

resilience against extreme weather, water, and climate events. I have applied 

for ASPS to become a WRN Ambassador. As a WRN Ambassador, ASPS 

commits to working with NOAA and other Ambassadors to strengthen local 

resilience against extreme weather in our area.  ASPS can inspire our 

community to be better informed and prepared for severe weather, thus 

helping to minimize, mitigate, or avoid the impacts of natural disasters. We can encourage these changes 

in our community in a number of ways, including: 

Í Setting an example by becoming ñweather-readyò ourselves 

Í Promoting Weather-Ready Nation key messages in our outreach activities 

Í Sharing success stories of preparedness and resiliency with NOAA 

Í Engage with NOAA personnel on potential collaboration opportunities 

Check out more about the program here: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/.  See the 

brochure here: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/com/weatherreadynation/files/WRN_Ambassador_Flyer.pdf 

The second initiative that USPS introduced was the Sea Tow Foundationôs Life Jacket Loaner Station 

Partnership Program. In this program, any squadron can contact their local Sea Tow office to become a 

publicized partner in the loaner station program. This is a natural collaboration in which squadron 

members monitor life jacket loaner stations keeping record of the number and sizes of jackets and 

replacing missing ones. There are currently three life jacket loaner stations in this area;Truxton Park, City 

Dock, and Sandy Point State Park. Let me know if you are interested in helping ASPS collaborate with Sea 

Tow in this outstanding community service. http://www.boatingsafety.com/life-jacket-loaner-program/ 

 

Executive Officer 
Lt/C Jeffrey Short,  P 

Jeff Short ð Continued on Page 3 
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USPS is introducing a very nice marketing tool for our Vessel Safety Check 

program called DAP (Decal Awareness Program.) This program features a 

poster that can be posted at ramps, marinas, chandleries or anywhere that has 

boater traffic. Examiners can add their contact information electronically 

from their own computers.  

http://www.usps.org/index.php/2015-08-04-18-27-15   

Earth Day    APRIL 22nd  

The North American Marine Environment Protection Association would like to collaborate with USPS in 

order to educate people as to where their trash ends up and how long it will be there.  NAMEPA is a 

marine industry-led organization of environmental stewards preserving 

the marine environment by promoting sustainable marine industry best 

pract ices and educat ing 

seafarers, students and the 

public about the need and 

strategies for protecting global 

ocean, lake and river resources. 

C h e c k  o u t  h t t p : / /

www.namepa.net/education/ for 

all kinds of educational 

materials that ASPS could use 

to educate our community 

during future events.   

Please contact  

Vessel Safety Chair:   

D/Lt Homer Sandridge, N at  

sherrysand@hotmail.com  

or 410-831-0564 to schedule  

your 2017 Vessel Safety Check. 

Jeff Short ð Continued from Page 2 

FAREWELL FROM YOUR HUMBLE BOATING CHAIR  

As my second term comes to an end, I think back to when Commander John Wesley Nash, SN 

announced my taking on this role. At the time, I had minimal idea what was involved; but, I love 

boating and I truly believe in the mission of the USPS®, so why not give back?! My big take away 

was what FUN I had in serving the Squadron. Yes, there were hiccups and sometimes it was like 

herding cats, but overall it was rewarding to see so many fellow members participate. Thank you to all 

that helped make our boating events successful& fun. It takes a village not just one person, so keep 

those cards & letters coming with ideas for the future. This is YOUR SQUADRON and we are here 

to serve you! 

Noni Rondeau 

http://www.namepa.net/education/
http://www.namepa.net/education/
mailto:sherrysand@hotmail.com
http://www.namepa.net/education-for
http://www.namepa.net/education-for
http://www.usps.org/images/Exec/Safety/DAP/2017_DAP_Files/3aUSPSWantedBlankBox_2.pd
http://www.usps.org/images/Exec/Safety/DAP/2017_DAP_Files/3aUSPSWantedBlankBox_2.pd
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This will be the last time Iôll write something for the newsletter as Admin 

Officer.  Iôve heard over the years that this job is the hardest on the Bridge.  It 

wasnôt for me.  With Boating Activities Chair Noni Rondeau, Dinner Chair Lee 

Myers, Membership Chair Kathy Slattery, and everybody that volunteered to 

help with our social events (McGeehans, Lindenhalls, and Cupples in 

particular) there wasnôt much left for me to do as far as the things that are 

supposed to come under the Admin Officer are concerned.  I owe all of them 

hearty thanks for the super work theyôve done over the last year.  I enjoyed 

getting to know our many interesting dinner speakers, and to anyone asked to 

take this job in the future, I would say take it and get help as good as I had. 

We had a great turnout for Founderôs Day at the Fleet Reserve Club.  District 5 Commander Randy Stow 

had some entertaining sea stories, some from his Navy days, and some from his boating experiences. It was 

great to see everyone. 

Member Dinner Meeting 

The next Squadron event is the dinner meeting on March 2nd.   As usual, weôll be at the Elks Lodge in 

Edgewater, social hour starts at 6, dinner at 7, and then the speaker, Officer Scott Davis from the Maryland 

Natural Resources Police, who will talk about their operations on the Chesapeake Bay. 

Menu 

§ Cheese and Veggies Tray for Social Hour (Served promptly at 6PMécome make new friends) 

§ Grilled 8oz. Sirloin Steak w/ sautéed onions on side (medium rare) 

§ Broiled Jumbo Lump Crab Cake 

§ Mushroom and Spinach Quiche 

§ Dinner includes salad, potato, vegetable, dinner roll, and dessert. 

Be sure to include your choice in the comments section of the online form or in your message on the 

hotline.  The cutoff time for RSVPs is 4:00 pm, February 28th (Tuesday) through our website at http://

tinyurl.com/ASPSdinner or by calling ASPS Voicemail at 410-263-8777, Option 4.  Dinner Cost: $27/ per 

person, cash or check at the door. 

 

Change of Watch     MARCH 11TH     Renditions Golf Course Clubhouse 

 

SS John W. Brown Cruise     MAY 6TH  Sign up for a six hour cruise on the SS JOHN W. BROWN, a 

World War II Liberty Ship based in Baltimore. Youôll be able to tour the ship from Bridge to Engine 

Room, including on board museums, enjoy live music and entertainment from the ó40s, see a mock attack 

by WWII vintage aircraft, and have a lunch buffet on  board. You must be able to walk up steps to board 

the ship.  Additional information and tickets are available online at ssjohnwbrown.org.  An adult ticket is 

$148,  but you can get an early bird discount ($125.) if you get your ticket soon enough. When you get 

your ticket, please let me (410-798-7661, garyanto@verizon.net) or Noni (443-742-9499, 

nonitherealtor@gmail.com) know so we can arrange for as many vans or SUVs as we need for 

transportation from Annapolis. 

Blue Angels Raft-Up    MAY 23RD 

Our first raft-up of the 2017 season will be on the Severn River to watch the Blue 

Angels rehearse their routine for the Naval Academyôs Commissioning Week.  

This will be on a Tuesday.  Last year this event was very well attended. 

Administrative Officer  
Lt/C Gary P. Antonides, AP 

http://tinyurl.com/ASPSdinner
http://tinyurl.com/ASPSdinner
ssjohnwbrown.org
mailto:garyanto@verizon.net
mailto:nonitherealtor@gmail.com
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Founderôs DayðFeb 6, 2017ðFleet Reserve Club 

Arundel High School 

sweethearts Charlotte 

and Bob Lubbert are 

celebrating their 55th 

wedding anniversary.  

Says Bob, òMarried 

men live longer.ò 

District 5 Commander Randy Stow inducts 

new members Ralph and Kathleen Dawn.  

Commander Joel Hilden repeats the pledge. 

Marcie and Lee Mayer 

chat with Kathy Nash. 

Laurie and Austin Short, Phil Rondeau 

and Larry Groce.  Noni is still having 

mobility issues and was unable to 

attend. 

Gary Antonides, and Jeff Short, with 

daughter Carsen, wife Laurie, and his 

son Austin enjoy brunch. 

Howard & Gretchen Cupples, Sam & Joy 

Lyness, Lars & Denise Lindenhall and 

Sue Crandall enjoy the day. 

Art Howard (not pictured) 

reported that he has sold 

Moxie and is available for 

boat rides as crew. 


