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Spring Commissioningðyou love it when itôs done, and you hate it when itôs 

being done.  Commissioning is a necessary step to ensure that your boat systems 

are functional and the vessel seaworthy.  While many of us leave it to a boat yard 

to ready a boat, most of us perform some of the necessary tasks before launching.  

Whether someone does it for you or you do it yourself it is a good idea to check 

that everything is in working order and good condition before getting underway.  

In so doing, we comply with that old saw to ñknow your boat.ò 

Knowing your boat is part of good seamanship.  It helps build your confidence 

and adds another layer of safety for your family, friends and pets.  If you are not 

sure about the systeams on your boat, a good way to start is by taking some 

seminars or courses in the off season.  You can supplement that by reading boating/sailing publications and 

enrolling in some of the online webinars offered by the United States Power Squadron®.  Perhaps the best way 

to learn the workings of your vessel is to shadow the professional, who is taking on a needed task beyond your 

skill level. 

A commissioning checklist and maintenance log are helpful.  Those 

documents when coupled with a visual inspection may save money, 

avoid an inconvenience, or even save a life.  In our haste to launch, it 

is not unusual to make a mental note and not be reminded of a needed 

item until you have family and friends out on the water.  The 

checklist and log avoid that scenario.  When developing your 

checklist donôt overlook medical supplies, batteries and other items 

that may have expiration dates or short lives.  You should also check 

the condition of your life jackets and emergency equipment.  Better 

yet, have one of our Vessel Safety Examiners give your boat a 

complete inspection! 

Keep in mind that commissioning is just part of the overall 

maintenance of your vessel.  During the season make note of things 

that not only need to be done, but those that might add to the boating 

experience.  Rafting up with other boaters and sailors is a good way 

to gain ideas of how to make the time on the water more convenient 

and enjoyable.  Having said that, you are invited to review our 

activities and events calendar and join us on the water.  You would be 

hard pressed to find a friendlier and more welcoming group than 

Americaôs Boating Club of Annapolis. 
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Finally! Boating season is here.  The temperatures are getting warmer.  Itôs time 

to get out and enjoy the longer days.  Annapolis Sail and Power Squadron 

started off the season at a Bowie Baysox game.  We had a good crowd, and the 

Baysox won!  The evening was beautiful ï clear skies and warm weather.  

Everyone had a great time.  Our thanks to P/C Kathy Nash, AP-IN, for heading 

up this event. 

Next up was the 

B l u e  A n g e l s 

practice day.  Be 

sure to look for pictures from this event in a 

future issue.  It is always a fun way for ASPS 

to begin the boating activities.  Our thanks, 

once again, to P/C John Wesley Nash, SN-IN 

and P/C Kathy Nash, AP-IN for helping to 

organize a great day out on the water. 

We start off June with our annual picnic on 

2 June.  Weôll be at the Bay Ridge Community 

Center, so the event will be held rain or shine.  

There will be plenty of hamburgers and 

hotdogs.   You just need to bring something to 

share.  Information on the event can be found 

on page 5. 

Our last meeting until September will be held on 7 June.  We are fortunate to have Dr. Helen Bailey as our 

speaker.  Dr. Bailey is a scientist at the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Scienceôs 

Chesapeake Biological Laboratory.  She will share information on her research on dolphins that visit our 

bay ï and how we can get involved!  In fact, the 18 May issue of the Washington Post featured an article 

on Dr. Bailey and her research.  We will celebrate the summer boating season by encouraging everyone to 

dress down for dinner.  Anything that clearly shows that summer vibe is encouraged ï shorts, flip flops, 

Hawaiian shirts, etc.  There might even be a prize for the best look! 

Please note this change in our schedule!  We had planned to have a raft up in Galesville on 16 June.  Due to 

feedback, it was decided to cancel this event.  But, donôt worry!  We have lots of other exciting events 

planned! 

21 June is officially the first day of summer.  Join us in kicking off this season by participating in the Raft-

Up and Predicted Log Contest being sponsored by the Chesapeake Cruiser Association on 23 June.  This is 

the perfect opportunity to practice your boating skills in a fun event.  Itôs being organized by a new 

member to our squadron ï P/C John Wilmot, JN.  John is sponsoring a picnic before the contest.  And, 

boaters are welcome to anchor out overnight.  More information is included on pages 16 and 17 of this 

issue. 

We are working to provide opportunities to get together with fellow members at all kinds of events.  If you 

have an idea, donôt hesitate to share it with us.  And, if you want to take leadership on an event ï we 

REALLY want to hear from you.  This is an all volunteer organization.  Great things happen when you 

volunteer!  See you soon. 

Administrative Officer  
Lt/C Peggy Slattery, S 

ASPS members enjoy the evening at the Baysox game. 
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Hello June é at last, summer is here. The pollen is gone, and boating on the 

Bay is in full swing.  The past two months have been a busy time for the XO 

committees as we move into the boating season. 

We started the season with the Spring Sailboat Show on 20-22 April. A special 

thank you is sent to those who came out and volunteered to support the effort.   

We managed to gain two 

new members from the 

show, and had the 

opportunity to speak with 

many boaters and raised 

their awareness of what 

the Annapolis Sail and 

Power Squadron provides 

in serving the local 

boating community.   

Our Annapolis Sail & 

P o w e r  S q u a d r o n 

education offerings were 

on full display as well as 

information regarding our 

VSC program. 

Speaking of which, by press time for this issue, we will have had three formal events held for vessel safety 

examinations.  Our first was on 5 May at the annual Herrington Harbor boat gear swap, held at Herrington 

Harbor North.  We were there in force with a booth next to Towboat US.  It was great exposure for the 

ASPS, and the marina management team was very appreciative of our continued presence at the event.  

Our team of examiners included: 

 P/Lt/C Gary Antonides, AP 

 P/C Joel Hilden, P 

 P/C Kathy Nash, AP-IN 

 P/C John Wesley Nash, SN-IN 

é along with our Commander, Tony Martin, JN who 

helped with setup and coordinating the day.   

ASPS had over 20+ individuals sign up that day for VSCs 

and we spoke with many who were interested to learn 

more. 

Next up was 

Chesapeake Harbor Marina on 19 May.  Homer Sandridge led 

the charge on this Saturday effort, and it was well attended.  Our 

third event is planned for 10 June at Loch Haven. 

This program could easily be expanded as we have many 

marinas that would welcome us to sponsor VSC days at their 

facilities during the early part of the boating season.  Our 

challenge is we have relatively few certified examiners.  

Executive Officer 
Lt/C  Ron Ricketts, S 

Annapolis Sailboat Show  
20-22 April 2018  
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  Volunteer Sign Up Sheet  
  for the Powerboat Show  
  11 Octoberð14 October 2018  
https://tinyurl.com/PowerSignUp2018   

Volunteer Sign Up Sheet  
for the Sailboat Show  

4 Octoberð8 October 2018  
https://tinyurl.com/SailSignUp2018   

Fall Boat Shows  
October 2018  

Reserve Your Spot Now !  

I encourage anyone who is interested in being a VSC examiner to lean in and speak 

with any of our active team members.  It is not difficult to become certified, and It is 

a great way to meet, talk with, and educate boaters one on one.   

I trust everyone who is an ASPS member and owns a boat will be displaying a 

current VSC é and have it in full view when they show up at the Blue Angels raft 

up é if not, call me. We will make it happen. 


